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(2.) Quarter sessions. There are four courts of quarter sessions in
the Survey Area—one each for the city of Oxford, borough of Abing-
don, and the counties of Oxfordshire and Berkshire. Each of these
courts meets four times a year. The presiding justice in Oxford
and Abingdon is the Recorder, who is a practising barrister appointed
by the Crown on the recommendation of the Home Secretary but
paid by the local authority; in the counties the presiding justice is
a chairman who is unpaid and elected by the justices of the peace for
the county. All the justices of the peace have a right to sit on the
quarter sessions bench, and in the counties their function is to assist
the chairman, two forming a quorum for this purpose. As the
chairman is usually a person of legal experience the presence of
justices at quarter sessions is in practice most valuable as enabling
them to acquire first-hand knowledge of the application of judicial
principles. It is obviously desirable that as many as possible should
attend.
The court hears criminal cases too serious for the courts of petty
sessions and cases sent to it on appeal, and has a limited civil juris-
diction. It sits with a jury in criminal cases heard on indictment, but
in appeals from petty sessions the appeals committee (in Oxford and
Abingdon the Recorder) sits without a jury. Appeals from cases
heard on indictment go to the Court of Criminal Appeal.
The county justices at quarter sessions also perform certain
administrative functions, chiefly in connexion with the administra-
tion of the liquor kws. A committee of justices acts as the confirm-
ing authority for the county licensing justices and also (in this case
in a judicial capacity) as the compensation authority, and imposes
the contribution to be made by each licensee towards the compensa-
tion fund.1 These contributions are collected by H,M. Com-
missioners of Excise and paid to the compensation authority, for
whom the county accountant acts as treasurer. The fund is used for
compensating the holders of licences which are extinguished on the
ground of redundancy. No levy has been made for some years as
the funds in hand are held to be adequate to meet probable claims
for the present.
(3.) The county court. England, for county court purposes, is divided
into circuits, of which the Oxford circuit is Number 36. It comprises
the county of Oxfordshire together with parts of the counties of
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Worcestershire, and Warwickshire.
The Survey Area is served by the courts sitting at Oxford, Thame,
Witney, and Wallingford. The whole of the central part of the
1 For arrangements in Oxford City see p. 248 above.

